
This Sunday school lesson will explain the difference between God’s jealousy and human 
jealousy. The children will understand why jealousy is one of God’s attributes and one of 
humanity’s defects. 
 
TOPICS 
Contentment, Godliness, Jealousy, Knowing God 
 
AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
WHAT IS JEALOUSY?  
This Sunday school activity teaches children that our jealousy is wrong, but God’s jealousy is 
holy and just. 
 
TOPICS: 
Character of God, Contentment, Jealousy 
 
MATERIALS: 
Pencils or markers/crayons, paper, scissors, tape, whiteboard 
 
DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 
 

 
 
PREPARATION: 
Cut each piece of paper in half. Write the headings “Good” and “Bad” on the whiteboard. Give 
each student a pencil and a half sheet of paper. 
 
WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Explain that being jealous means wanting what someone else has. Give students a piece of 
paper and pencil or markers and ask them to draw a picture of a time when they were jealous. 
When they are finished, ask them to identify their jealous feelings as being mostly good or 
mostly bad and then tape their picture on the board under the correct heading. 
 
Help the children understand that human jealousy is a result of sin, but God’s jealousy is not. 
God is jealous for us when we focus our love, attention, and time on other things. Because God 
created us, He is holy and expects our affections to focus completely on Him. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What things do we give more love and attention to than God? (Relationships to others, 
favorite toys or possessions, activities that consume our time, etc) 
2. What are some physical signs of human jealousy? (Bad attitude, mean words, doing 
whatever it takes to obtain the object of our jealousy, etc) 



3. What can be some physical signs of God’s jealousy? (Personal loss of possessions or status, 
altered relationship with others, lack of provision or blessings, etc.) 
 
Finish the activity by encouraging the students to choose contentment with what God has given 
them (Philippians 4:11-12 & 19) and to focus their love on Him when they feel jealous. 
 
OPENING PRAYER AND PRAISE (5 minutes) 
 
Grace 
I come to You 
Break of day 
 
 
MEMORY WORK (12 minutes) 
"Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God." Exodus 
34:14 NIV 
Before class, print a set of Exodus cards for each student: NIV - Click here    KJV - Click here 
 
Ask the children to cut out each box and practice putting the verse’s words in the correct order. 
Then have them work with a partner to remove the cards one-by-one until they can successfully 
quote the verse from memory. Remind the children that memorizing scripture puts God’s words 
in our hearts and helps us when we are tempted, so they can practice memorizing verses this 
same way at home. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION (15 minutes) 
If you gave the optional assignment "God Is Good" for homework last week, review it now. 
Ask each child to share which verse he or she found the most interesting and why. 
Ask volunteers to share how the assignment helped them learn more about God's goodness. 
 
Introduction: 
Ask the children to explain the word, “Jealousy,” in their own words. Add input if necessary and 
give an example from your own life of a time when you were jealous. Additionally, describe how 
God drew you into repentance and forgiveness from your jealousy. Tell the children that 
jealousy is typically seen as a bad trait, but that’s because human jealousy is a result of sin. 
God’s jealousy, however, is good because it is motivated by His holiness, love, and the desire to 
keep us secure in our relationship with Him. His attribute of jealousy is right because He is the 
only one worthy of all our affections. 
 
Read Deuteronomy 10:14-16 
 
Discussion question: 
Why is God jealous? (Because we give more love and attention to other things.) 
 
After giving the children time to respond, emphasize that God is jealous for our affections 
because He created everything and everyone! Also, He specifically chose us to be His children, 
so God has every right to expect our complete allegiance. It is a privilege to be a believer in 
Jesus Christ, so God is jealous when other things (idols) are more important to us. 
 
 
Read Exodus 34:14 
 

https://youtu.be/TfZX34Q6lIU
https://youtu.be/ndo57y2B-kI
https://youtu.be/6qFGrIDHdJI


Discussion question: 
What are “other gods”? (Anything we worship in place of God.) 
 
Clarify that anything that gets more of our affection than God is a “god,” or idol. When we focus 
on possessions, celebrities, or abilities more than we focus on God, then we are essentially 
worshipping something other than Him. Take a few moments and allow the children to comment 
on “gods” or idols that can be present in one’s life. Be sure to include remedies for worshipping 
idols (such as prayer, repentance, obedience through service, etc). 
 
Read James 4:4b-5 
 
Discussion question: 
What makes God jealous? (Our choosing sin in place of obedience.) 
 
Ask the children to think of a time when they were jealous and the feelings they felt in that 
situation. Explain that God is jealous for us when we make decisions according to our own 
(worldly) desires because those decisions keep us from having the best possible relationship 
with him. Supportively tell the children that God’s jealousy should motivate us to center our lives 
around Him. 
 
CLASS EXERCISE (10 minutes) 
PUZZLED OVER JEALOUSY  
After completing this word search, the children will not be puzzled as to why God's jealousy is 
holy and just while theirs is not. 
 
TOPICS: 
Jealousy, Joy, Love, Peace, Prayer, Pride, Sin, Thankfulness 
 
MATERIALS: 
Word puzzle for each child. See separate PDF’s 
Pencils or markers 
 
DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 
 

 
 
WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Give each child a pencil or marker and a copy of the word search puzzle. Read Exodus 34:14 
and explain that God’s jealousy is motivated by His love for us. When people are jealous 
towards others, it is a sin. When God is jealous, it is holy and just because we have chosen to 
make idols (anything that takes the place of our affection for God) more important He is. 
 
The words can be found in any direction. Challenge the students to find them all. 
 
 



 
APPLICATION (2 minutes) 
God has the right to be jealous because He is our perfect Creator. He is a gentle loving Creator 
that wants your sole affection. When He doesn’t receive your affection, He becomes 
disappointed. 


